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No Meeting

In November

Due to unforeseen circumstances with our Zoom account,
our November meeting is cancelled. We hope to see you at
our December meeting which will be in person only with a
potluck style gathering. More details on what to bring in our
December newsletter. Come share a success story!
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QHGS President’s Message
Bob Prager

I try to write a brief note every month that’s amusing enough to make you want to read it
and that contains a nugget of information which might be new to you. As it happens, I'm
also on the Board of the Risley Family Association (my mother was a Risley), and at our
2024 reunion it came to the attention of the group that | was doing so. (I suggested asking
for amusing/interesting stories about people’s Risley ancestors for that newsletter, and was
immediately put in charge of doing so — and contributing as many of my own as possible!)

I did put the story of my grandfather’s drivers license in both newsletters, but I’d really like to see some new
material. Does anyone have a family story about anyone in their tree that would be fun to share? Please send it in
—if you’d like, we’d be happy to edit it! Some suggestions — anyone have a musical ancestor? Does your family
have a tradition of only driving certain brands of automobiles? How about holiday traditions, or the time that (fill
in the blank). See you in December!

From QH Member, Jeff Transue

This is the story about William Davis Walton. William was my grandmother Carrie
Walton Transue's grandfather, which makes him my 2nd great grandfather. A few
years ago, Larry Jett found William in my family tree and that was the first time |
had ever heard of him. Now that | am retired, | have more time for genealogy and
to find out about William.

He was a Quaker and his religious beliefs would not allow him to pick up arms. He
was very patriotic and believed in the northern cause. William may of gotten his
beliefs of slavery from his father, Dr. Sydenham Walton who was part of the
Underground Railroad helping slaves in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania. William
wanted to do his part so he joined the Union Army, June 17, 1861.

He served in the Hospital Corp of the 33rd regiment of the 4th Pennsylvania Volunteers, serving three years
and rising to the position of Ward Master. William saw some of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War,
including Antietam, the greatest single day for the loss of life in the Civil War.

After researching William, | found a book about the letters he had written home to his family. There are 38
of his handwritten letters in the book and in one of the first letters dated 1861, he felt that the war will be
over soon. | love the optimism of this young man but the war will spill blood for another 4 years.

The Monroe County Historical Association published this book in 1999. They have been closed due to
restoration and | emailed them months ago hoping to find a copy of the book, but no response. | was almost
ready to give up when I received a phone call from Julia at the Historical Association.

| ordered a few copies for kids and grandkids to keep his memory alive. | also found copies of a magazine,
Civil War Times, dated August 1997 and his picture is on the front of the magazine and the book. The
ambrotype was sent home from Baltimore, September 4, 1861. | was very lucky to find such treasures
related to my family's past and | am proud to be the great great grandson of such a good man.
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From QH Member, Pat Prager

A New Approach - Genealogists always tell us to revisit portions of our tree where we've hit a
brick wall or think we can go no further because millions of new records are added every day. |
do that, but sometimes the brick wall is how to find a person in a record that already exists like a
census record.

I was working on a timeline for my grandpa for the years before and after the 1930 census (a
time period during which he changed his name!). | have never been able to find him in the 1930
census even though | knew where he was supposed to be (in or near Whittier, CA). While
working on the timeline, I thought I should recheck the census again. | did the same thing |
always do - wildcards, trying this and that name combo from the 2 names | know he used, etc.

I was reminded of this quote, "Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and
expecting different results". I went back to my timeline and let my mind wander - "how can | do
this differently and not insanely?!" A light bulb went off!!! | have been searching a census for an
"unknown" name. What if instead, | searched for a "known" place! It had never occurred to me
until then to look for the place he was supposed to be (If his journal calendar page wasn't lying)
instead of looking for his name(s). | had no idea which name he was using at the time (he might
have been using a totally different name altogether!) and/or what combo of the 2 names | know.

So, | searched the census by ED number/place and found one for the school where he was
working (and | suspected also living at), and there he was (with a slightly different combo of
names and initials). He was claiming to be 18 yrs older than he was or someone made a
transcription error so searching using his BD might have been hindering me as well as the name.

Finally, after all these years, | found my elusive grandpa just by using a different approach - try
it! Once | found the census, tumbling the brick wall, 1 also found a directory for 2 years before in
the side bar next to the census record! - same job/same place - narrowing things down as to when
he changed his name and what iterations of it he used along the way.

Thank you, Jeff Transue and Pat Prager for sharing your stories. Who is next?

OQH Board Nominations for 2026-2027

Nominations will be taken from Questing Heirs members and voted on at our annual
General Meeting now rescheduled for December.

Wishing you all a Happy Thanksgiving!
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